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Soli Deo Gloria  
“to the glory of God alone”

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

J S Bach’s cantatas are among his most significant and celebrated compositions.  Written for up to four 
soloists, a four-part choir and an orchestra, many set biblical texts related to the lectionary appointed 
by the Lutheran church for that day. 

Bach composed more than two hundred cantatas, writing SDG (Soli Deo Gloria) at the end of each one.  
Three complete cycles of the church liturgical year survive from 1723-1745 when as Thomaskantor 
at Leipzig’s two principal churches, St Thomas and St Nicholas, he was responsible for performing a 
church cantata every Sunday and Holy Day.

We will be performing a selection written for the period between Easter Sunday and Whit Sunday.

We are delighted to be collaborating with Amici Voices and Lawes Baroque Players in this concert. 
Our previous collaboration in November 2015 for Bach’s B Minor Mass “produced a performance of 
exceptional quality” – John Manning, Herts Advertiser

BWV 4 – Christ lag in Todes Banden (Christ 
lay in death’s bonds) is Bach’s earliest surviving 
cantata, written in 1707 when he was just 22 and 
competing for an organist post in Mühlhausen.  
Composed for Easter Sunday, this setting of a 
hymn by Martin Luther has been described as  
“a bold, innovative piece of musical drama”.

BWV 134 – Ein Herz, das seinen Jesum lebend 
weiß (A heart that knows its Jesus to be living) 
is a joyous cantata of praise and thanksgiving 
composed in Leipzig for performance on Easter 
Tuesday 1727.

BWV 43 – Gott fähret auf mit Jauchzen (God is 
gone up with a shout), Bach’s third Ascension Day 
cantata, was written in 1726 in Leipzig. Its text 
on the mystery of Christ’s ascension into heaven 
comes from several sources, including Psalm 
47:5-6, Mark 16:19, and the chorale Ermuntre dich, 
mein schwacher Geist.

BWV 228 – Fürchte dich nicht (Do not fear) is 
a funeral motet for double choir setting a text 
from Isaiah 41:10 and 43:1 and a chorale by Paul 
Gerhardt. 

BWV 34 – O ewiges Feuer, Ursprung der Liebe 
(O fire eternal, O spring of Love) was composed in 
Leipzig for Whit Sunday 1727 and is based on an 
earlier wedding cantata.

Founded in 2012 by Choral Scholars at 
Trinity College, Cambridge, Amici Voices is 
a consort group of young singers of great 
quality and talent which has established a 
reputation for stylish performances. 

The Lawes Baroque Players was 
formed by Harpenden-based violinist 
Miles Golding to fulfil the desire of 
local choirs for a professional period 
instrument ensemble of high quality.

Please join us afterwards for drinks and party nibbles in the church hall


