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In Wynde, Whirlwinds and Flight St Albans 
Chamber Choir takes to the air with a 
programme of works covering a span of 
almost half a millennium.

The Western Wynde Mass by the Tudor 
composer John Taverner (c.1490 -1545) was 
the first English setting of the Latin Mass 
to be based on a secular tune (“Westron 
wynde when wyll thou blow?”), probably 
a love song popular at Henry VIII’s court. 
Despite using this melody no less than 
thirty-six times in all, Taverner varies it with 
such brilliance that the ear never tires of his 
inventive figurations and counterpoints, 
all serving to enhance appreciation of the 
beautiful refrain. 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
was one of the foremost exponents 
of pastoralism, evoking the English 
countryside through the use of folksong 
and traditional melodies. This is true of 
two of his compositions for choir and 
organ included in this programme, 
Valiant-for-Truth (1940) and The Voice out 

of the Whirlwind (1947). However in the 
last decade of his life his style became 
far darker and more enigmatic, and in A 
Vision of Aeroplanes (1956) he provides a 
highly imaginative setting of the prophet 
Ezekiel’s apocalyptic dream of the four 
creatures flying over the earth in wheeled 
chariots. The choral writing is very 
virtuosic, while the organ part is positively 
cataclysmic, described by one critic as 
being like the ‘roar of an aircraft squadron’!  
The Choir will be accompanied by Tom 
Winpenny, the acclaimed organist, who 
will also perform some solo items. 

The contemporary American Eric Whitacre 
(born 1970) drew his inspiration for 
Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine 
from the Renaissance genius’ notebooks 
about flight.  Whitacre's work vividly 
depicts in sound the inventor’s dreams of 
a man to acquire the ability to overcome 
the resistance of the air and fly like a bird 
in the Tuscan sunrise.  It has deservedly 
become Whitacre’s best-known 
composition for unaccompanied choir. D
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“Chamber Choir on top form again”  

Herts Advertiser 30 October 2014


